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entire length from Egypt to Cape Soloeis,1 wnich is its furthest point,
is inhabited by Libyans of many distinct tribes who possess the whole
tract except certain portions which belong to the Phoenicians and the
Greeks.2 Above the coast-line and the country inhabited by the
maritime tribes, Libya is full of wild beasts; while beyond the wild
beast region there is a tract which is wholly sand, very scant of water,
and utterly and entirely a desert. The young men therefore, dis-
patched on this errand by their comrades with a plentiful supply of
water and provisions, traveled at first through the inhabited region,
passing which they came to the wild beast tract, whence they finally
entered upon the desert, which they proceeded to cross in a direction
from east to west. After journeying for many days over a wide ex-
tent of sand, they came at last to a plain where they observed trees
growing; approaching them, and seeing fruit on them, they proceeded
to gather It. While they were thus engaged, there came upon them
some dwarfish men,8 under the middle height, who seized them and
carried them off. The Nasamonians could not understand a word of
their language, nor had they any acquaintance with the language of
the Nasamonians. They were led across extensive marshes, and
finally came to a town, where all the men were of the height of their
conductors, and black-complexioned. A great river flowed by the
town,* running from west to east, and containing crocodiles.
33. Here let me dismiss Etearchus the Ammonian, and his story,
only adding that (according to the Cyrenseans) he declared that the
Nasamonians got safe back to their country, and that the men whose
city they had reached were a nation of sorcerers. With due respect
to the river which ran by their town, Etearchus conjectured it to be
the Nile; and reason favors that view. For the Nile certainly flows
out of Libya, dividing it down the middle, and as I conceive, judging
the unknown from the known, rises at the same distance from its
mouth as the Ister.E This latter river has its source in the country
of the Celts near the city Pyrene, and runs through the middle of
Europe, dividing it into two portions. The Celts live beyond the
pillars of Hercules, and border on the Cynesians/ who dwell at the
1Cape Spartel, near Tangier.
3 That is, the Cyrenaica, and the possessions of the Phoenicians and
Carthaginians, or more properly the Poem, on the N. and W. coasts.
3 Men of diminutive size really exist in Africa, but the Nasamones
probably only knew of some by report. The pigmies are mentioned by
Homer (II. iii. 6) and others, and often represented on Greek vases. _
* It seems not improbable that we have here a mention of the river
Niger, and of the ancient representative of the modern city of Timbucto^o.
B Herodotus does not intend any exact correspondency between the Nile
and the Danube. He is only speaking of the comparative length of the
two streams, and conjectures that they are equal in this respect.
0 The Cynesians are mentioned again, in iv. 49 as Cynotes.   They are a